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Dear Parent/Guardian, 
As our communities navigate today’s uncharted waters, we’ve created 
this resource to support you and your student(s) for continued 
learning at home. On the back of this letter you will find a 3-week 
daily calendar of routines to keep your student(s) engaged and 
interacting with their student books – Texts for Close Reading. 
Once the 3-week unit is complete, student(s) should repeat the same 
routines for the next unit’s Texts for Close Reading book.

Wishing you safety and good health.      

Benchmark Education 

Estimado Padre/Tutor:
Mientras nuestras comunidades navegan hoy en aguas desconocidas, 
hemos creado este recurso para apoyarlo a usted y a sus estudiantes 
para continuar aprendiendo en el hogar. En el otro lado de esta 
página encontrará un calendario con 3 semanas de rutinas diarias 
para mantener a su estudiante(s) involucrado e interactuando con sus 
libros de Textos para lectura atenta. Una vez las 3 semanas han sido 
completadas, los estudiantes pueden repetir las mismas rutinas para la 
próxima unidad de los Textos para lectura atenta.

Deseándoles buena salud y seguridad,

Benchmark Education 

Grades 2–5
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1:  
The Legend of El 
Dorado/Eldorado

1.  How does “The Legend of El Dorado” characterize Spanish  
exploration in Central and South America?

2.  Reread line 2 of “Eldorado.” What does the word “gallant” mean? 

 
Short Read 2:  
The Legend of 
King Arthur/The 
Sword Excalibur

3.  How does the symbolism of Camelot reflect the idea of chivalry?

4.  How does the advice of Merlin in “The Sword Excalibur” differ 
from the advice of the Pilgrim Shadow in “Eldorado”?

 
Extended Read 1:  
The Legend of 
Mulan/Mulan Joins 
the Army 

5.  According to the author of “The Legend of Mulan,” Mulan is 
popular with girls in modern China, in part because of her loyalty 
to her family. How does Mulan demonstrate loyalty to her family?

6.  Compare Mulan’s family in “The Ballad of Mulan” and “Mulan 
Joins the Army.” 

7.  From whose point of view is the poem told? How does this help 
you understand the theme of the poem ?

 
 
Extended Read 2: 
Midwinter Day 

8.   What does Will do that makes the man in the hut suspicious?

9. Reread paragraph 2. What does the word “irresolute” mean?

10.  Compare Merlin’s relationship to Arthur in “The Sword Excalibur” 
and the Walker’s relationship to Will in “Midwinter Day .”

Unit 6: Legendary Journeys

Grade 6 • Unit 6 • Text Evidence Questions for Texts for Close Reading © Benchmark Education Company, LLC
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1:  
The Golden Age  
of Greece

1.  How did the statues of Athena and Zeus differ from the statues of 
everyday mortal subjects? What might explain this difference?

2.  What evidence does the author present to support the claim that 
“religion was very important to the ancient Greeks”?

 
Short Read 2: 
Ancient Egypt’s 
Golden Empire

3.  How did painting in Egypt’s Golden Empire compare with 
painting in Greece’s Golden Age? How did it differ?

4.  What evidence does the author use to support the claim that “the 
afterlife was very important to the ancient Egyptians”?

 
Extended Read 1: 
Rome’s Augustan 
Age

5.  How are the origins of the Greek Golden Age and the Augustan 
Golden Age of Rome similar? How do they differ?

6.  What does the quotation from Terence (page 17) tell the readers 
about Roman tastes in entertainment?

7.  How does the author reveal what Romans living during the 
Golden Age of Rome thought about their city and culture?

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
The Golden Age of 
the Inca Empire

8.  The Inca way of life was completely run by its ruler. What evidence 
from the text supports this conclusion?

9.  Reread paragraphs 2, 5 and 6. The National Geographic quote says 
the Inca had “no iron, no steel, and no wheels.” What did they use 
to build?

10.  Based on your reading, define the term “Golden Age.” Use  
evidence from at least two texts to support your answer.  
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1:  
The South Pole

1.  According to the text, why is it likely that there is no land covering 
the North Pole?

2.  We later learn that Captain Nemo hates what he feels are the 
oppressive governments of the world and he refuses to be a part 
of the surface world. Where in this passage does Nemo reveal his 
hatred of the people and governments of the surface world?

 
Short Read 2:  
Glaciers on the 
Move

3.  What happens to glacial meltwater in the winter? How does this 
affect the glacier?

4.  Reread Muir’s description of glaciers. Using the photograph on 
page 6 to help you, define the words “crevasses” and “pinnacles.”

 
Extended Read 1: 
We Continue Our 
Descent 

5.  What tone does Verne create through the inclusion of real-life 
events, tools, scientists, and scientific theories in his story?

6.  Harry is a more excitable character than the Professor. How is his 
character revealed?

7.  Compare Professor Hardwigg to the characters in Verne’s “The 
South Pole.” Which character is Hardwigg most like and why?

 
 
Extended Read 2: 
Studying Earth’s 
Core

8.  Reread paragraphs 6, 13, and 18. Explain how each quote adds to 
the text.

9.  Reread the caption on page 22. What evidence does the author 
provide to support that claim?

10.  According to this article, how are incorrect scientific theories 
replaced or improved? Provide an example of how an incorrect 
theory was replaced or improved.
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1: 
Marco Polo,  
China Trader

1.  The author states that Marco Polo was one of Khan’s most trusted 
and important advisers. What evidence does the author provide to 
support this claim?

2.  In a caption on page 4, the author writes: “Many Europeans 
believed Marco Polo’s stories were lies, but he said, ‘I have not told 
half of what I saw.’” Does the author believe Marco Polo’s stories? 
How can you tell?  

 
Short Read 2: 
Perry Opens the 
Door to Japan

3.  How did the Japanese treaty with America change the role of the 
Japanese emperor?

4.  Compare Japanese attitudes toward trade with the United States 
in 1854 with Japanese attitudes toward trade now. How do they 
differ?

 
Extended Read 1:  
The Silk Road, 
Yesterday and 
Today 

5.  If wages went down for Chinese workers, what would happen to 
the coast of shipping goods by boat?

6.  Why was the original Silk Road such a powerful factor in the 
cultural exchange of ideas? Why is the modern Silk Road less of a 
factor in the exchange of ideas and values? 

7.  What hazards did the original traders on the Silk Road face, and 
how did they protect themselves? How do these compare to the 
dangers modern traders face on the Silk Road? 

 
 
Extended Read 2: 
Going Out

8.  How is the treatment of workers in Min’s factory connected to the 
success of the modern Silk Road? 

9.  According to the author, what happens to workers who break the 
factory bosses’ rules?

10.  The author mentions that many teenagers worked at the factory. 
Why is hiring teenage workers a sign that the factory is a bad place 
to work?
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1:  
Why Does the 
Wind Blow?

1.  According to the author, why is it generally less windy inland than 
it is near the coast?

2.   A kick that sends a soccer ball rolling is an example of what kind 
of energy?

 
Short Read 2: 
Wind at Work

3.  Imagine you are part of an organization that works to protect 
endangered bird species. Why might you support investment 
in wind power? Why might you be against investment in wind 
power?

4.  How would improvements in battery technology affect the case 
against wind power?

 
Extended Read 1: 
Energy Choices

5.  Coal and oil resources are formed through similar processes. 
What do these processes have in common?

6.  Why does the author include a variety of different quotations at 
the end of the article?

7.  One of the reasons Alternative Energy ProCon.org is against more 
drilling is the belief that we have only a “tiny trickle of oil” left. 
How does the spokesperson from Exxon answer this objection?

 
 
Extended Read 2: 
Wind Power: Pros 
and Cons

8.  Why does the author of “The Time for Wind Is Now, America!” 
begin her argument with details about Denmark’s energy plan?

9.  The author of “Big Wind: Full of Hot Air” feels that the Danish 
people are rejecting wind power because of its negative impact  
on citizens. What evidence does he use to support this claim?

10.  According to both authors, Denmark and the United States use 
subsidies to promote their energy plans. How are the subsidies 
used in each country, and what has been their impact?

Unit 10: Understanding Our Energy Resources

Grade 6 • Unit 10 • Text Evidence Questions for Texts for Close Reading © Benchmark Education Company, LLC



Na
me

: _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

Ch
ec

k 
of

f e
ac

h 
ac

tiv
ity

 a
s 

yo
u 

co
m

pl
et

e 
it.

 

Un
it 

10
: U

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 O
ur

 E
ne

rg
y 

Re
so

ur
ce

s

D
a
ily

 T
a
k
e
-H

o
m

e
 A

ct
iv

it
y 

C
a

le
n

d
a

r
M
o
nd

a
y

Tu
es
d
a
y

W
ed

ne
sd

a
y

Th
ur
sd

a
y

Fr
id
a
y

Week 1

W
hy

 D
oe

s t
he

 W
in

d 
Bl

ow
? p

p.
 4

–5
W

hy
 D

oe
s t

he
 W

in
d 

Bl
ow

? p
p.

 4
–5

W
in

d 
at

 W
or

k 
pp

. 6
–9

W
in

d 
at

 W
or

k 
pp

. 6
–9

Th
e 

Si
x 

W
in

ds
 p

. 1
0

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

. 

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 to

 e
xp

la
in

 th
e 

di
ffe

re
nc

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
ki

ne
tic

 e
ne

rg
y 

an
d 

po
te

nt
ia

l 
en

er
gy

. 

• A
sk

: W
hy

 ty
pe

 o
f e

ne
rg

y 
is 

wi
nd

?

• D
isc

us
s h

ow
 th

e 
di

ag
ra

m
s h

el
p 

su
pp

or
t 

th
e 

re
ad

er
’s 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 h
ow

 w
in

d 
fo

rm
s.

• R
ea

d 
th

e 
se

le
cti

on
 to

ge
th

er
. 

• P
oi

nt
 o

ut
 th

e 
wo

rd
 in

ex
ha

us
tib

le
 in

 
pa

ra
gr

ap
h 

7. 

• A
sk

: W
ha

t d
oe

s t
hi

s w
or

d 
m

ea
n?

 W
ha

t 
ot

he
r e

ne
rg

y 
re

so
ur

ce
s a

re
 in

ex
ha

us
tib

le
?

• D
isc

us
s t

he
 a

rg
um

en
ts 

bo
th

 fo
r a

nd
 a

ga
in

st 
wi

nd
 p

ow
er

. 

• T
hi

nk
 o

f o
th

er
 a

dv
an

ta
ge

s a
nd

 
di

sa
dv

an
ta

ge
s t

o 
su

pp
or

t e
ac

h 
ar

gu
m

en
t.

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 a

lo
ud

 th
e 

se
le

cti
on

. 

• T
he

n 
di

sc
us

s t
he

 m
ea

ni
ng

 a
nd

 p
ur

po
se

 
of

 th
is 

le
ge

nd
.

Week 2

En
er

gy
 C

ho
ice

s
pp

. 1
2–

13
En

er
gy

 C
ho

ice
s

pp
. 1

4–
17

En
er

gy
 C

ho
ice

s
pp

. 1
8–

19
En

er
gy

 C
ho

ice
s

pp
. 1

2–
19

Go
in

g 
Ge

ot
he

rm
al

 
p.

 2
0

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

fir
st 

tw
o 

pa
ge

s o
f t

he
 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

. 

• T
he

n 
m

ak
e 

a 
lis

t o
f w

ha
t f

ue
l a

nd
 

en
er

gy
 re

so
ur

ce
s y

ou
 u

se
 e

ve
ry

 d
ay

 to
 

m
ai

nt
ai

n/
fu

lfi
ll 

yo
ur

 h
ea

t/e
le

ctr
ici

ty
 a

nd
 

tra
ns

po
rta

tio
n 

ne
ed

s.

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

ne
xt 

fo
ur

 p
ag

es
 o

f t
he

 
se

le
cti

on
 to

ge
th

er
. 

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 to

 e
xp

la
in

 w
hy

 p
eo

pl
e 

ar
ou

nd
 th

e 
wo

rld
 u

se
 d

iff
er

en
t e

ne
rg

y 
re

so
ur

ce
s.

• F
in

ish
 re

ad
in

g 
th

e 
se

le
cti

on
 to

ge
th

er
. 

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 w

hy
 a

t p
re

se
nt

, c
oa

l i
s 

sti
ll 

th
e 

le
ad

in
g 

fu
el

 so
ur

ce
 to

 g
en

er
at

e 
el

ec
tri

cit
y 

in
 th

e 
Un

ite
d 

St
at

es
. 

• A
sk

: W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

be
ne

fit
s o

f t
hi

s?
 W

ha
t 

ar
e 

th
e 

co
sts

?

• G
o 

on
lin

e 
or

 to
 y

ou
r l

oc
al

 li
br

ar
y 

to
 le

ar
n 

m
or

e 
ab

ou
t a

lte
rn

at
ive

 fu
el

 a
nd

 e
ne

rg
y 

so
ur

ce
s. 

• A
sk

: H
ow

 ca
n 

wi
nd

 a
nd

 so
la

r t
ec

hn
ol

og
y 

he
lp

 lo
we

r g
re

en
ho

us
e 

ga
s e

m
iss

io
ns

 th
at

 
ar

e 
ha

rm
fu

l t
o 

Ea
rth

’s 
at

m
os

ph
er

e?

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 th

e 
se

le
cti

on
. 

• T
he

n 
as

k 
th

em
 to

 e
xp

la
in

 h
ow

 Ic
el

an
d’

s 
un

iq
ue

 lo
ca

tio
n,

 m
et

 w
ith

 te
ch

no
lo

gy
, 

ha
s a

llo
we

d 
th

em
 to

 ta
p 

in
to

 th
ei

r 
ow

n 
re

so
ur

ce
s a

nd
 a

ch
ie

ve
 e

ne
rg

y 
in

de
pe

nd
en

ce
.

Week 3

W
in

d 
Po

w
er

: P
ro

s a
nd

 
Co

ns
—T

he
 T

im
e 

fo
r 

W
in

d 
Is

 N
ow

, A
m

er
ica

! 
pp

. 2
2–

25

W
in

d 
Po

w
er

: P
ro

s a
nd

 
Co

ns
—T

he
 T

im
e 

fo
r 

W
in

d 
Is

 N
ow

, A
m

er
ica

! 
pp

. 2
2–

25

W
in

d 
Po

w
er

: P
ro

s a
nd

 
Co

ns
—B

ig
 W

in
d:

 F
ul

l o
f 

Ho
t A

ir 
pp

. 2
6–

29

W
in

d 
Po

w
er

: P
ro

s a
nd

 
Co

ns
—B

ig
 W

in
d:

 F
ul

l o
f 

Ho
t A

ir 
pp

. 2
6–

29

W
in

d 
Po

w
er

: P
ro

s a
nd

 
Co

ns
 p

p.
 2

2–
29

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

fir
st 

fo
ur

 p
ag

es
 o

f 
th

e 
se

le
cti

on
 to

ge
th

er
, a

lte
rn

at
in

g 
pa

ra
gr

ap
hs

. 

• T
he

n 
m

ak
e 

a 
lis

t o
f t

he
 b

en
efi

ts 
of

 w
in

d 
te

ch
no

lo
gy

.

• M
ak

e 
a 

lis
t o

f t
he

 d
isa

dv
an

ta
ge

s o
f f

os
sil

 
fu

el
s.

• A
sk

: W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

ec
on

om
ic 

co
sts

 o
f 

fo
ss

il 
fu

el
s?

 W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

en
vir

on
m

en
ta

l 
co

sts
?

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

ne
xt 

fo
ur

 p
ag

es
 o

f t
he

 
se

le
cti

on
 to

ge
th

er
. 

• A
sk

: W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

ec
on

om
ic 

co
sts

 o
f w

in
d 

te
ch

no
lo

gy
? W

ha
t a

re
 th

e 
en

vir
on

m
en

ta
l 

co
sts

?

• R
efl

ec
t o

n 
th

e 
te

xt.

• A
sk

: W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

ec
on

om
ic 

ad
va

nt
ag

es
 

of
 fo

ss
il 

fu
el

s?
 D

o 
th

es
e 

ou
tw

ei
gh

 th
e 

di
sa

dv
an

ta
ge

s?
 W

hy
 o

r w
hy

 n
ot

?

• A
na

lyz
e 

th
e 

co
sts

 a
nd

 b
en

efi
ts 

of
 w

in
d 

po
we

r v
er

su
s f

os
sil

 fu
el

s. 

• D
o 

ad
di

tio
na

l r
es

ea
rc

h 
if 

ne
ed

ed
 to

 
su

pp
or

t y
ou

r u
nd

er
sta

nd
in

g 
an

d 
an

sw
er

 
an

y 
ot

he
r q

ue
sti

on
s t

ha
t y

ou
 m

ay
 h

av
e.

• F
or

m
 y

ou
r o

wn
 o

pi
ni

on
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

be
st 

so
ur

ce
 o

f e
ne

rg
y 

fo
r t

he
 U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 
go

in
g 

fo
rw

ar
d.


